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Fſalm i 26. 


Mr PorTioN FOR EVER. 


The whole verſe i is as follows, My fleſh and 
my heart faileth : but God is the ferength of my 


heart, and MY PORTION FOR EVER. 


1 words which I ho. Juſt cad: are 
pathetically expreſſive, not only of the 
experience of the pſalmiſt, but of the happy 
experience of all the children of God. And 
they are, I can with pleaſure add, peculiarly 
expreſſive of the experience of my dear and 
honored mother, whoſe death, painful as the 
ſervice is, I think it my duty to endeavor 
to improve upon the EE mournful occa- | 


For ſome conliderable time . paſt ſhe could | 
eelingly ſay, © my fleſh and my heart fail- 
eth; but yet amidſt all, and in the cloſing 


ſcene of life i in an eminent manner, ſhe found 
A's * | the 


(4) 


the ſame gracious God whom ſhe had been 
< enabled to chuſe for her portion in early 
youth, to be the ſtrength of her fainting heart, 
and her portion for ever, Upon my obſerving. 
to her, the day before ſhe died, and when her 
breath was ſo ſhort as to render it painful 
to ſpeak, that now her fleſh and heart 
failed but that Gop was nevertheleſs the 
Nrength of her heart ;—ſhe immediately raiſed 
her head and replied with a pleaſing empha- | 
lis, © Yes, and my portion or ever—adding, 
ti and that is enough.” 5 
Theſe were the laſt words I had the pleaſure 
of hearing from her dying lips. How can I 


then more ſuitably employ your thoughts 
and my own, during this funeral ſolemnity, 
than in attempting an improvement of them? 
May the Lord teach us s to profit by — 
be delivered! | 
From the Permit part of the fall before 
us, we learn that the writer of it had been 
greatly diſtreſſed by the obſervations he had 
made of the proſperity of the wicked, and 
the afflictions of the righteous. But no 
ſooner did the good man repair to the ſanc- 
tuary of God, and there learn from his holy 
word the wretched end of the wicked, than all 
| his murmurings were inſtantly filenced, all 
8 | his 


WP. . 
his impious thoughts of God vaniſhed away, 
and he was enabled to break forth into the 
following moſt pleaſing ſtrains of pious joy 
and triump⅛m. Whom have I in heaven but 
| Thee ? and there is none upon earth that 1 
deſire beſides thee ! My fleſh and my heart 
faileth, but Gov is the ſtrength of my heart, 
and my portion for ever !” 

The fleſh and the heart of all 5 us ab 
fail. -The wages of fin is death : and though 
the gift of God is elernal hfe through Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord, and there is no ſting there- 
fore in death to the humble Chriſtian, nor can 
the grave boaſt a victory over him; yet ſtill it 
is appointed for ALL once to die. The rich 
and the poor, the high and the low, the 
learned and the untearned, yea and the righ- 
teous as well as the unrighteous, muſt die.— 
And to die, to have the vivid countenance 
wax pale, the eyes grow dim as a ſullied 
mirror, the pulſe tremble, the powers of na- 
ture fail, to behold our deareſt friends 
around our dying beds, unable to help us, 
waitingto take their laſt leave of us and to weep 
cover us;—oh my friends, theſe are ſcenes 
the very deſcription of which is enough to 
make the fleſh and the. heart to fail. And 
yet what is the deſcription to the reality ? It 

| 3 


is one thing, as the dear deceaſed repeatedly 
obſerved, to talk of death, it is another thing 
to die. But even in ſuch trying circumſtances 
as theſe, God is all-ſufficient, and He can, 
yea many a time He has enabled the timor- 
| ous trembling ſaint to rejoice in him, crying 
out with an inward pleaſure not to be deſcrib- 
ed, Thou art the STRENGTH of my heart, and 
MY PORTION FOR EVER! My portion, my 
Portion rox EVER! e "79 
In meditating upon this glorious dad ani- 


| mating ſubject, we are e led to con- 
» fider- + 


J.. The PORTION of God's Nate. 


11, In win repos it is THEIR portion. 


III. The perpetuity of it.—xoR van! 
* e mich an application ger to 
| the awful occaſion. - | 


= . us conſider 2 PORTION of God's 
Dare 5 | | 
And what is ie? 10 what does it conſiſt ? 
Not in the periſhing riches, not in the fading | 
| honors, not in the delufive pleaſures of the 
* world; 


CBE 
| macs 10 many are the aflitlions of the FOR 


eous, and not many in the ſuperior ranks of 
life, and from amongſt the glittering and the 
gay hath God called. Some happy inftances 
there are of thoſe who are rich in this world's 
goods, and at the ſame time rich in faith, rich 
in good works, and heirs of the promiſes. 
Some there are who are honored of men and 
| honored of God too; who are permitted 
largely to ſhare in the virtuous pleaſures of 


this life, and at the ſame time are qualified 


for the pleaſures at God's right hand. But is 
the world the rorTION of even ſuch astheſe ? 
No, no, they are. enabled to trample it under 
their ſcet, and to count all things but loſs for 
the excellency of the knowledge of Chriſt, 
and that they may be found in him. What- 
ever talents are entruſted to them, they de- 
fire to uſe and improve to the honor of him 
who gave them : But without God in the 
world, without the knowledge and enjoyment 
of Him, as their covenant God and Tather, 
they are not, they cannot be happy, but would 
be of all men the moſt miſerable. It is God 
and God alone who is the PorT1ON of his 
people. Have what they will, enjoy what 
they will beſrdes, it is nothing, it is leſs than 
nothing ang meer vanity itlelt, if they do not 


| | at 
" 4 


ns 


at the ſame time enjoy their God. And what 
portion is there throughout univerſal nature, 
comparable to this immenſe everlaſting por- 


tion! Some faint idea of it may perhaps ve: | 


acquired, if we take a view 


1. Of the perfections of God. 


and glorious !—His roweR it is ALMIGHTY. 
Is there any thing too hard for God ? No; 
if he ſpeaks it is done, if he commands i it ſtands 
faſt. With him all things are poſhble. He is 
able to ſave, to ſave guilty periſhing ſinners, 
to ſave to the uttermoſt, to pluck them as 
brands r. the burning and transform them 
into glorious trophies of victorious omnipo- 
tent grace. He is able to help in every time 
, need, to be the ſtrength of the feebleſt heart, 
to bear up and to bear through, keeping his 
people that truſt in him, by his mighty power, 
through faith unto ſalvation. He is able to 
ſupport in the dark valley of the ſhadow-of 
death, to raiſe the body as well as the ſoul to 


immortal life and glory, able to do exceeding 


abundantly above all that we can either aſk or 
think, cauſing even the afflictions of the pre- 
ſent ſtate, to work out a far more exceeding 
. and eternal weight of glory. O bappy happy 


| foul, who can ſay this God is mine! His 


3 power, 


And theſe, how various, and oh how bright 


power, his A power is mine, to help 
to guard to ſave me | 
The wis poM of God is no leſs iuftricus 
than his power. His wiſdom is unerring. He 
Enows all the wants of all his creatures, wher- 
ever they are and whatever circumſtances 
they may be in. And his eyes are in an 
eſpecial manner over the righteous, and his 
ears open to their cry, He knows. — 
where, and how to ſuccor, how to relieve. . 
how to bleſs them, and to cauſe all things to 
work together for good unto them. He 
knows how to guard them from the innumer- 
able evils to which they are expoſed, how to 
provide food convenient for them, how to- 
pardon, juſtify, and completely ſave them, 
in a way honorable to all his own perfections, 
and perfectly adequate to all their miſeries; 
—in a word, he knows how to deal with, how 
to treat them, according to their different 
tempers, ſituations and circumſtances whilſt _ 
here, and how to qualify them for the fulleſt 
enjoyment of himſelf hereafter. What wiſ- 
dom like to that of God? He is ſtyled, God. 
only wiſe. And his. wiſdom, may the hum- . 
ble believer ſay, as well as his power, is 
mine! His wiſdom to guide his power, and 
B es * 
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"I |] 
his pawer to accompliſh the dictates of his 
wiſdom. 


But that God who is the portion of his peo- 
ple, is not only a God of power and a God 


_ of wiſdom, but he is ſupereminently a God 


of Lovk. The deſcription given of him by 


an inſpired Apoſtle is in theſe words. Gop 


1s Loves. Not only amiable, lovely, but 
LOVE itſelf. Do you require a proof? I re- 


fer you inſtantly to that greateſt of all myſ- 


teries, God MANIFEST IN THE FLESH. I 


refer you to the BNIGHTNESS of the Father's 


glory, and the exprefs image of his perſon, to him 
who was in the beginning with God, and who 


was God, one in nature and eſſence with his 


divine Pather—appearing in the form of a ſer- 
vant, ſuffering the juſt for the unjuſt, laying 
down his life for the ſheep, bearing their fins 


in his own body upon the tree, working out 


and bringing in an everlaſting righteouſneſs 


for them, and at length triumphantly riſing 
from the dead for their juſtification. Herein 
is love, ſuch love as is without a parallel, not 
that we loved God, but that he loved us, and 
ſent his Son to be a propitiation for us. God 
fo loved the world, fo amazingly, ſo bound- 
leſsly, that he gave his only-begotten Son, 
that whoſoever believeth on him, might not 

periſh | 

85 


periſh but have everlaſting life. And He that 
ſpared not his own Son, but freely delivered 
HIM up for us all, how ſhall he not with him 
alſo freely give us all things? God is love. 
All his diſpenſations, even of terror and af- 

fliction as well as of indulgence and enjoy- 
ment, when properly viewed, appear to ſprang 
from love. And this God who is Love, ſays 


the humble We is my God, my portion 
for ever! 


And He is a rAiTHEUL God as well as a 
God of love. Who ever truſted in the Lord 
and was confounded ? When did he fail in 


dhe fulfilment of any of his promiſes? He is 


faithful, he is faithful, as 1 remember to have 
beard a dear relative expreſs herſelf in the 
agonies of death, I have found ham, ſays ſhe, 
to be a faithful God. And may we not add, 

ſo have all his mor who have truſted in 
him, 1 
Hei is, finally, IMM U TABLE. Ian t 5 
in all his perfections, immutable in all the 
purpoſes, and in all the promiſes of his love, 
immutable in the covenant of his grace, the 
| ſame yeſterday, to day, and for ever.—Such 
is that God who is the portion of his people. 

But ah! there is a cloud between, and we ſee 
| this glorious Being in the preſent ſtate but as 
ES © | through = 
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glimpſes of his glory, who can refrain from 
crying out with rapture, —happy 18 that people f 
whoſe God ts the Lord, yea thrice happy are a 


the people that are in ſuch a caſe !—To have 
Gov for our portion, ſuch a God as our God, 
the living and the true God, a God of bound- 


tefs Power, unerring wiſdom, love immenſe, a faith- 
4 ul, unchangeable God !—oh my friends! this 


is to have all we want, all our moſt enlarged 
hearts can deſire. This portion is a divine, 
all-ſufficient, comfortable, ſatisfactory, never- 
failing portion. There is none like it. Is 
God our portion We may then well ſay 
it is enough , for what can we wiſh, what can 
we aſk for more ? 

When God ſent Mofes to the children of 
Tſrael, he ſaid, thus ſhalt thou ſay unto the- 
children of Iſrael, I am hath ſent me unto 
you. He ſets his hand as it were to a blank, 
as Biſhop Beveridge expreſles it, that his peo- 
ple may. write under it what they pleaſe that 
is good for them. As if God ſhould ſay. 
Are they weak? I am ſtrength. Are they 
poor? I am riches. Are they in trouble? 7 
am comfort? Are they ſick? I am health? 
Are they dying? I am life. Have they no- 
ming 7 7 am all things. I am wiſdom and 

power 


\ 


A 
power; I am m juſtice and mercy ; ; Iam grace 
and goodneſs; I am glory, beauty, holineſs, 
bergie. all- ſufficiency, eternity, Jebovah, 
Iam. Whatever is amiable in itſelf or de- 
ſirable unto them, that I am. Whatever is 
pure and holy, whatever is great or pleaſant, 
whatever is good or needful to make men 


happy, that I am. So that in ſhort God here 
repreſents himſelf as an univerſal good, and 


leaves his people to make the application 1 


it to themſelves, according to their ſeveral 
wants, complaints and deſires, by ſaying 

only in general Jam.“ In one God we have 
all things. This is a portion which includes 
in it, and at the ſame time infinitely exceeds 
every other. Happy they who can ſay it is. 
mine | 

2. Let us take a view of the diſpenſations | 
of God. 1 : 


Having ſeen what God is, let us next con- 


. - fider, in ſome few inſtances, what he hath 


done; that we may enlarge our ideas of the 
happinels included in having God for our 
portion. And what hath God wrought! 
What amazing diſplays hath he given of his 
power, his wiſdom, his love, and all his per- 
fections, in a particular manner in his con- 
duct towards his church and people! How 

did 


895 . 
Aa 3 N. : a g 
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did he bring Wein out of bondage with an 


high hand and an out-ftretched arm! How ] ꝶ 


did he lead and guide, and bear with and 
provide for them in the wilderneſs! How did 
he ſtrengthen, how did h& help, how did he 


uphold them amidſt {ſurrounding enemies, 
and at length bring them to the promiſed 
land! How did he fave the three worthies in 


the hery furnace, and Damel in the lion's. 


den! How has he in every age out of weak- 


| neſs made ſtrong, and cauſed his grace to be 


abundantly ſufficient for his people that have 
truſted in him! How has he pitied them like 


as a father pitieth his children, how has he 


ſtrengthened, how has he comforted them, 


putting underneath them his everlaſting arms, 


and ſaying. to their drooping ſouls, © I am 


your ſal vation.“ How has he baffled the de- 


ſigns of their enemies againſt them, ſubdued 
Satan under their 3 difappointed their 
trembling fears, and infinitely exceeded their 
moſt ſanguine hopes and expeRations! He 


has enabled them not to count their very lives 


dear to them, ſo that they might finiſh their 
courſe with joy !—And is He not the ſame 


now he ever was? O, what a portion then is 


ke to his mop, and how happy muſt they 


be 


660 
be who are intereſted in him! What can they | 
want, who have God for their portion? 

3. Let us glance at. the promiſes of God. 
We have ſeen what God is, we have con- 
ſidered in a tranſient manner what he hath 
done, and now therefore to complete our _ 
view of him as the portion of his people, we | 
are naturally led to conſider what he will do. 
This we learn from his promiſes. And his 
promiſes, how exceeding great and precious! 
Adequate to all our wants, adapted to all our 
fears and weakneiſes! How ſweet the ſound 
of them! I, even I am he that comforteth thee 
i am he that blotteth out thy fins as a cloud, and 
thine iniquities as a thick cloud! Sin, ſhall not 
| have dominion over you Fear not, for I am with 
thee ! I will not leave, J will not forſake thee ! 7 
will be unto thee for an everlaſting light, and the 
days of thy mourning ſhall be ended ! There re- 
mazmeth a reſt for you] Sorrow and fighing ſhall 
flee away! I will make you pullars in my tem- 
ple to go no more out! Winte robes, triumphant 
palms, radiant diadems are prepared for you! 
An znheritance among ft the ſaints in light awaits 
you! An zmherilance incor1 uptible, undęfiled, and 
| which fadeth not away ! Fear not, & is your Fa- 
ther's good pleaſure to give you the kingdom ! The 
kingdom prepared for you from before the founda- 


tion 
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4 
tion of the world ! Having loved you, I will 
love you unto the end ! Nothing ſhall be able to ſe- 
3 you from me! Where I am, there hall ye 
be alſo ! | | 
And is this God, this God BR promiſes 


are ſo rich and fo exceedingly great and pre- 


cious, my God, my Father, my friend, my por- 
tion ? Boundleſs, immenſe portion, bound- 


leſs immenſe happineſs included in it! More, 


infinitely more, than eye hath ever ſeen, or 

ear heard, or the heart of man conceived! 
Having thus conſidered the poRTION of 

God' 8 N let us proceed to conſider, 


II. In what reſpefs It iS THEIR portion. 
Is it not preſumption in ſuch guilty creatures 
as we are, to call God our portion ? How can he 


be ours? When the promiſed land was divided 


lot amongſt the reſpettive tribes, this lot, 


this portion, ſays one tribe, is mine, and this, 


ſays another tribe, is mine, But behold, we 
have an example before us, of a claim not of 


any earthly inheritance, but of God himſelf, 
theeternal ever living God, Father, Son, and 


Spirit, as the inheritance the portion of his 
people. My N ſays the pſalmiſt, for 


ever! 


But how can this be ? I anſwer, 8 
1. God 


4 


17 8 2 is the portion of his people, by 
his own gracious gift of himſelf unto them. q 
It is not a portion they are naturally entitled * | 
to, it is not a portion merited by them, but it 
is a portion, an infinite unbounded portion, 
freely given to them of God. Thus runs the 
ſovereign and endearing language of cove- 
nant love. I will be to them a God; to them, 
ſo as I am not to the world: and they ſhall 
be unto me a people. I will be HEI Goo: 
> and they ſhall be my people, faith the Lord. 
The people of God are choſen of God in 
Chriſt Jeſus; choſen in Chriſt their elder : 
brother, the great Head and Repreſentative | 
; 


of his church and people, choſen to be the 
5 children, the heirs of God, and joint-heirs | 
with Jeſus Chriſt. If children, if by the re- 
; newing, ſanctifying, ſealing influences of the | 
| Holy Spirit, they appear to be children, |; 
then are. they heirs, heirs or Gob. Not 
merely his heirs, but heirs of Him, who him- 
ſelf conſtitutes the vaſt inheritance of his 
| people. He makes himſelf over to them, 
in Chriſt, I had almoſt ſaid as their property, 
1 may ſay as their inheritance, their portion. 
1 aſcend, ſays the triumphant Savior, to 
my Father, and your Father, to MY Gop and 
YOUR Gop ! ! : 
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And "bath God witneſſed by his Holy Spi- 


n any of our hearts, that we are his 


children? Hath he given us the ſpirit of 


1 adoption? We need not then be afraid to 


cry Abba, Father! We need not be afraid 


humbly to thim 4 propriety in him. We 


may venture to ay, overwhelming as the 


thought cannot but be;,—my God, my portion 
for ever ! If children, then heirs, comme 0 God, 
and joint-beirs with eſus Chriſt. ; 


2. God is the portion of his people bp y their 
own voluntary choice of him. 


Enlightened by his word and Spirit, drawn 5 


dy the cords of his love, whilſt others are. 
| ready to fay, ho will flew us Any good 2” 


willing to accept of any worldly : enjoyment 
for ther portion. the language of the people 


of God is, Lord. bfe thou up the light of thy 
countenance upon us, for Thou art our portion O 


Tord! Take, take 0 worldling, the world 


for thy portion, its riches, its honors, and 


its flattering delufive pleaſures ; but the Lord 
15 6 For tion faith my ſoul, thertfore will I hope in 
him. My portion, the portion of my moſt 


_ deliberate, hearty, affectionate choice, the 
portion J prefer, infinitely prefer to every 
ther. Whom have I in uEAUEN but thee? 
and there is NONE on earth 1 deſire beides 


nels 5 | thee! 


ET 

thee! Let me but have God for my portion, | 
and #25 enough. Then with good old Simeon 
when he took the infant Savior in his arms, 
will I meekly and joyfully lay. Lord, nom 
letteft thou thy ſervant depart i in peace, for mine 
eyes have ſeen thy jatuatzon ! 112 
And have we been made thus * in 
the day of divine power, willing to chuſe 
God for our portion, preferring an intereſt 
in, him to all the world beſides? Then is he 
ours indeed; for we ue ham, rag he. "ef 
loved u. 0 15 

Let us . as was s propoſed, conſider 
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III. The perpeluity of this portion. 1 
Fon xveR !—Worldly portions, what are : 
they ? They are meteors which dazzle us for : 


a few moments with a falſe glare, and then ö 
vaniſh away. They are phantoms. Attempt . 
to graſp them, and youll find they re air. i 


What do worldly portions avail, in the day 
of ſickneſs, the day of death? Ye © citizens 
of earth,” ye ſlaves of ſenſe, what can ye 
do in the day of viſitation ? The faſhion of this 

world, let it aſſume what form, what faſhion 
| Afoeverit will, paſſeth away. But rnhou art my 
1 portion, ſays the humble believer, looking up 
to his * God as a reconciled covenant | 
| 0 2 | God 
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God in Chriſt Jeſus,. my portion or ever / 
Not only my portion here, my guardian, my 


friend, my father, to watch over me, to lead 


me, to guide me, to ſtrengthen my Fainting 
heart, to comfort, to uphold me but my 
portion for ever! My portion beyond the 
grave, my everlaſting portion, my portion 
that will never leave me, never be taken 
from me, but in death, and through the 
endleſs revolving ages of eternity itſelf, ſhall 
be for. ever enjoyed by me, and prove a 
never-failing ſource . n n, to 


me! 8 


See, ſee the departing ſaint, taking an 


_ everlaſting leave of every other portion, and 


at the ſame time rejoicing in this portion, with 
Joy unſpeakable, and full of glory ! See how 
her fleſh and heart faint and fail! Behold her 
turning her ſwimming eyes towards her ned ſt 


relative whom ſhe had long and moſt fincere- 


ly loved, and with whom ſhe had many years 
been connetted in the tendereſt relation! See 
her, bidding him arr eternal adieu, about to 
withdraw from him, as to this world, for 
ever! See her committing to the providence 
of God, her dear children, for whom ſhe 
bad many a time wreſtled with God in prayer, 
bad vit vhom, as to the preſent ſtate, ſhe 

Is 


C BE: 3 

is about to part for ever!—Trying ſcenes! 
What can thoſe do in ſuch circumſtances as _ 

| theſe, who are without God in the world? To 
the whole circle of earthly comforters, it may 
be feelingly ſaid, in this hour of extremity, _ 
"miſerable comforters are ye all, —But ſee the 
dying faint, compoſed and happy even now! 
Behold, ſhe caſts all her care upon that God, 
whom in the very ſtruggles of death itſelf, ſhe - 
finds to be the ſtrength of her heart, and in 


whom, in that very moment when ſhe per- 
ceives every other object vaniſhing away, 1 


ſhe is enabled to rejoice as her portion for ever! j 
— My portion for ever! The portion I have 
hitherto found to be adequate to my largeſt q 


wiſhes, ſuperior, infinitely ſyperior to every i 
bother portion, and the fulneſs, the perfection 
of which I pant to experience, in that bright 
and bleſſed world to which I am juſt going, 
for ever! In thy preſence there is FULLNESS of 
Joy, at thy right-hand are. 3 rox EVER 
MORE! | | { 
Mrs. Ann ' Evans. my dear and 1 1 | 
mother, whoſe death I have been endeavor- | 
ing to improve, was the daughter of a very 
reputable family in this city. Her father 
died when ſhe was very young, but her 
excellent mother, Mrs. Brain, was ſpared to 8 


a good 
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i 4 old age, and was a bright o ornament 
| to her religious profeſſion. Her daughter of 
whom I am now ſpeaking, was baptized by 
the late paſtor of this church, May 13, 1737, 
and was received into the community with 
ſeveral others, on the following Lord's day. 
She was at this time not quite ſeventeen 
years, of age. And ſhe truly found it 
good for her to bear the yoke of Chriſt, in 
her early youth. O that her children may in 
this reſpe& particularly, riſe up to call her 
bleſſed, and be followers of her! She con- 
tinued a member of this church to which ſhe 
was firſt united, for almoſt thirly-nine years. 
1 And, without incurring the imputation of 
flattery, which would be as diſagreeable to 
myſelf as I know it would have been to the 
deceaſed, I may venture to ſay, without he- 
ſitation, that allowing for the common frail- 
ties of human life, ſhe walked worthy of the 
| vocation wherewith ſhe was called, and 
adorned her chriſtian character. She loved 
the habitation of God's houſe, - and the place 
where his honor dwelleth. She was conſtant 
and exemplary in her attendance in the houſe 
of God and at the table of the Lord. At 
private opportunities as well as at the more 
public ſeaſons of worſhip, ſhe found it good 


to 


« "3 ) 
to be there. She wi! a moſt Faithful and af 


fectionate wife; a kind and tender mother, 


not only to her own children but likewiſe to 


' thoſe of us ſhe generouſly took the charge 
of in our early years, when deprived of that 
V dear parent who gave us birth; ſhe was a 


ſincere 


Mrs. Sarah Evans, daughter of Cu Bundes for 


many years a moſt eminently uſeful and'truly honorable 
Deacon of the church, in Broadmead, Briſtol. She died on 
a journey, at Perſhore in Worceſterſhire, July 8th, 1751, 


in the thirty- eighth year of her age, and was burt in the 


Meeting-houſe in that place. My father and eldeſt ſiſ. 


ter were. with her during her illneſs, and at the time of 


her death. And as ſhe had been enabled from her early 


youth eminently to adorn her Chriſtian profeſſion in 


life, ſo ſhe ſweetly experienced the ſupports of religion 


in death. Her ſerenity in the dying hour was remark- 


able. With a compoſure which cannot be deſcribed, 

ſhe took a laſt leave of her weeping friends around her 
in theſe comprehenſive words; The' Lord be with you all ! 
and then gently flept in Jeſus. 


Her faneral ſermon was preached at fie at the Z 
time of her interment, by her moſt intimate and much 


eſteemed friend The Rev. Mr. Benjamin Beddome, from 
Matt. iii. 12. —- AND GATHER HIS WHEAT INTO THE 
GARNER, but he will burn up the chaff with unguenchable 
fire, A copy of which ſermon might perhaps have been 
preſented to the world, had the preacher of it been leſs 
averſe to appearing before the public from the preſs. 


Some idea of my ever-honored parent, whoſe many 
virtues cannot eaſily be forgotten, may be collected from _ 
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| fincere friend, a true lover of all the people 
of God of every denomination, and in a 
word, a humble Chriſtian. _ 
In the night preceding the day of ho death, 
ſhe ſeemed to be in the moſt happy frame 
that could be defired. She repeated many 
encouraging promiſes, ſeemed to intimate 
that ſhe found it with her greatly beyond her 
expeQation, recommended her dear children 
to God, and breathed a fervent prayer for 
them, that the death of their mother might 
be the life of their ſouls. A prayer, which 
I truſt will appear to bave been recorded on 
igh, and which ſhall be granted! The morn- 
ing of cke 1522 on which the weed,” whilſt the 
| - mournful 


* 


== 8 . written 5 the 1 Mr. B. Bed 
dome, and which are inſcribed on the ; one e co- 


vers her grave. F {4 
Graceful her perſon, beautiful her 2 
Good. ſenſe and virtue, true religion join'd : 

But few excelld, in every part. of life, 

As daughter, ſiſter, parent, friend and wife. 
Io in thus ſelent tomb her afhes:lie 1 
NMuen learn of her to live, O learn to die 
The feeling reader will, I am perſuaded, excuſe theſe 
effuſions of filial gratitude, and pardon the attempt to 
erett a little MEMORIAL of one excellent parent lang 
ſince removed, whilſt weeping over the ſcarcely cold 
remains of another. They were both dear to us all, 
: and peculiarly dear to one. another in life, -and now, 
we are well aſſured, that in death they are not divided. 


. | (7; | 
| 7 | 
mournful partner of her life was ſtanding by | 
her, with other relatives, ſhe uttered theſe 
words, The Lord my righteouſneſs —underneath 
are everlaſting arms—1 am he that comforteth 


thee—1 am thy ſalvation. She then cloſed her 
lips to ſpeak no more, but quietly fell aſleep in 


Jeſus, and entered upon the enjoyment of 
that ſalvation, the proſpett and hope of which 
vere her ſupport | in the dying hour. 


Moderate then, my dear and honored fa - 
ther, moderate the grief you cannot but feel 
upon this melancholy occaſion. Your loſs i is 
great. After an agreeable union for more. 
than three and twenty years, a ſeparation 

muſt be painful indeed. But you do not ſor- 
row as without hope. No, our dear mother 


is happy, happy in the full enjoyment of her 5 
God and Savior, ſo happy as ſhe never was 


nor could poſſibly be, in theſe gloomy vales | 
of mortality and death. Could ſhe now ſpeak 
to us, ſhould we not hear her ſay, Weep not 
for me, but prepare to follow me? I am entered 
into the joy of my Lord and 1 expect with pleaſure 
al the appointed ſeaſon, together with all my kindred 
immortals, to welcome you to the ſame felicaty | — 
Weep then, my dear father, as though you 
wept not. God was the portion of our dear 
| deceaſed parent, and God is your portion. 
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1 
He has ſupported you under former trials, 
and he is able to ſupport you ſtill. He wil 
ſupport, he will comfort you.— But I forbear 


—for a ſon to addreſs a Father upon ſo ten- 
der an occaſion, I feel, is a taſk too hard. 


My dear brothers and filters, who F274 
myſelf are by this providence bereaved of an 
affectionate mother, what ſhall lay tp you ? 
Your loſs is great indeed. But greater, infi- 
nitely greater will be your gain, ſhould the 
dying prayer put up for you be graciouſly 
anſwered, and the death of the parent be the 
| bife of the children's ſouls. When father and 
mother forſake, the Lord will take up. O, ſeek 
his friendſhip in early life ! Imitate herein 
your deceaſed parent, and remember your 
Creator in the days of your youth. Seek ye ile 
Lord while he may be found, call ye upon him while 
he is near. nf Hz be your portion, it ſhall be, 
well with you, for he is the beſt of pargongy 
he is a portion for ever... 


Upon the whole, ſhould we not all n | 
the infinite importance of true religion— 
bleſs God for the ſupports of it communi- 
cated to our fellow- chriſtians who are re- 
moved from us and be more than ever eon- 
cerned to be ourſelves followers of all them 
7: e who 


5 7 ; 
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who are. gone before us, to inherit the pro- 
' miſes ? 1 | 

The time will aſſuredly come, when we 
ſhall every one of us have reaſon pathetically 


4 


to mourn and ſay. My fleſh and my heart faileth t 


And oh, how happy muſt it be, to be able 
then, in that dread hour of awe and univerſal 
conſternation, when every other portion maſt 
neceſſarily be taken from us,—triumphantly 
to add, But Gov is the n. of ay heart, 


and MY PORTION FOR EVER! 


Tux END. 
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